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[bookmark: _GoBack]access ‑ a means of involving a file in a read or write operation.

address ‑ a location in memory specified by a two‑byte hexadecimal address.

alphabetic ‑ consisting of only the letters A through Z and/or a through z.

alphanumeric ‑ consisting of the numerals 0 through 9, and the letters A through Z and/or a through z.

argument ‑ an input to a function used to derive a value.

array ‑ an organized set of elements that is referenced by the array name and one or more subscripts.

ASCII ‑ American Standard Code for Information Interchange for values 0 through 127.

ASCII file ‑ a file that is an exact duplicate of the user input data, readable by LISTing the file.

background task ‑ a task performed by the microprocessor during an interrupt. Examples of background tasks are CLOCK, the SPOOLer, and TYPE‑ahead.

backup ‑ a necessary process required to maintain your important data.

BASIC ‑ Beginner's All‑purpose Symbolic Instruction Code.

baud ‑ the rate of serial data transfer in bits per second.

binary – a base two number represented by the digits 0 and 1.

bit ‑ one binary digit; either a 0 or a 1.

boot ‑ the process of reloading the executive program in RAM.

break ‑ to interrupt a program or Library command.

buffer ‑ an area in RAM where data is held for processing.

byte ‑ the smallest unit of reading/writing from/to RAM.

close ‑ to terminate access to a file.

configuration ‑ The access state of the disk drives.

cylinder ‑ a track location of the disk drive's read/write head.

DAM ‑ Data address mark for floppy diskettes. The DAM for the directory cylinder is different than the DAM for file cylinders.

DCB ‑ Device Control Block: a small contiguous area in RAM used for the status and/or control of a device.

DCT ‑ Drive Control Table: a small contiguous area in RAM that has the drive's configuration information.

decimal – a base ten number represented by the digits 0 through 9.

default ‑ an action and/or value that is supplied by the executing program when you only press <ENTER> to a prompt or query. Or an action and/or value supplied by the program if you take no action.

delimiter ‑ a character that marks the beginning and end of data, and is not part of the data. e.g., the double quotation marks surrounding a string value

density ‑ the recording method used to write/read to/from a floppy diskette.

destination ‑ the device or address that receives data during a data transfer process.

device ‑ a physical piece of hardware such as the video display, a printer, a disk drive, a RS‑232 interface, etc.

directory ‑ a file on every disk that contains all of the information about other files.

disk – mass storage magnetic media that can be a floppy disk or a hard disk.

diskette ‑ mass storage magnetic media that is a floppy disk

DO ‑ the video Display Output.

drivespec ‑ a particular logical disk drive number (0 to 7).

:d ‑ a colon followed by an integer number from 0 through 7' to indicate a file's drivespec.

edit ‑ a process used to change existing information.

EOF ‑ End Of File.

entry point ‑ the address of a machine‑language program where execution is to begin. Also referred to as the transfer address.

Exp ‑ the base 2 exponent used in single-precision and double-precision numbers. The exponent is offset by 129.

expression ‑ a variable or a logical sequence of variables, operators and/or functions.

/ext ‑ an optional extension of a filespec. Extensions are delimited by a preceding slash.

FCB ‑ File control block: a small contiguous area in RAM used for the status and/or control between the DOS and a disk file.

file ‑ a collection of unique data.

filename ‑ the name of a file.

filespec ‑ the name of a file with up to three additional options: the extension, the password, and the drivespec.

filter ‑ a program, positioned between a device an the computer, that can alter the data as it passes through the filter.

foreground task ‑ jobs performed by the microprocessor that you control.

format ‑ the process of initializing a disk with track and sector identification marks (ID) and creating a new directory on the disk.

gran/granule ‑ the smallest file allocation unit.

hexadecimal/hex ‑ a base 16 number represented by the numerals 0 through 9 and the letters A through F.

input ‑ the transference of data from you an/or a device to the computer.

interrupt ‑ a microprocessor signal that causes the software to suspend a foreground task in order to perform a background task. The background task usually returns control back to the foreground task.

I/O ‑ Input/Output.

KI ‑ Keyboard Input.

kilobyte ‑ 1024 bytes, i.e., 64 kilobytes or 64K = 1024 * 64 = 65,536 bytes.

logical record ‑ contiguous bytes of data that is accessed a one unit of  a disk's file. MULTIDOS supports logical record lengths of 1 through 256.

Library commands ‑ a set of commonly used commands.

LSB ‑ Least Significant Byte.

machine‑language ‑ data consisting of the microprocessor's instruction set.

modulo ‑ the domain of remainders from integer division by a modulus. e.g., a modulus of eight has eight possible remainders: 0 through 7, referred to as modulo 8.

MSB ‑ Most Significant Byte.

nil/null ‑ inactive and/or missing value. Null does not imply zero.

NRN ‑ Next Record Number.

nSB ‑ neither LSB nor MSB Not Most Significant Byte. Single-precision numbers have one nSB, and double-precision numbers have five nSBs.
			Single-precision numbers are stored in this format:
						LSB nSB MSB Exp
	Double-precision numbers are stored in this format:
						LSB nSB nSB nSB nSB nSB MSB Exp



object code ‑ meaningful machine‑language data or file. All files executed by the computer must be in machine‑language.

open ‑ the process of accessing a file.

output ‑ the transference of data from the computer to a device.

parameter ‑ an argument that you supply in a command line. Parameters are enclosed in parentheses and are usually optional.

.password ‑ the optional password assigned to a file, or the mandatory password required to access a file.  Passwords are delimited by a preceding period.

physical record ‑ a disk file's sector

RAM ‑ Random Access Memory. RAM will lose data when power is removed.

reset ‑ the process of returning something to it's initial state. Reset also means to boot the computer.

ROM ‑ Read Only Memory. ROM maintains information when power is removed.

RS‑232 ‑ the Electronic Industries Association's (EIA) standard for communication between two computers.

sector ‑ the smallest unit used to read/write to a disk. MULTIDOS uses 256 contiguous bytes for each physical record.

SI ‑ Standard Input or Serial Input.

SO ‑ Standard Output or Serial Output.

track ‑ a recording surface on a disk.

transfer address ‑ the address of a machine‑language program where execution is to begin. Also referred to as the entry point.

utility ‑ a program that serves specific purpose. Utilities are much larger than Library commands and may use all of RAM.

word ‑ two adjacent bytes.
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